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Paul & Julie Ford NOVO Newsletter                     Year 25, #5– December 8,  2018 
CRM’s new name is NOVO, or “To Make New”   –   Link: https://blog.crmleaders.org/novo-changing-our-name 
Paul’s new email address is  paul.ford@novo.org              Julie’s remains the same:  julieleclearford@gmail.com  

 

Listen with us as we come out of Sabbatical into this 
new season, even as He may speak personally to you:  

 
Since current times, no one has heard, 
    no ear has perceived,                             (Isaiah 64:4) 
    no eye has seen any god but Me; 
 I am One who acts on behalf of those who wait. 
 
1) He has made ever so clear that we are to continue to watch 
for Him, wait for Him, and listen to Him.  Watch for those I 
bring, steward those relationships; I will do the deeper work. 

       Photo taken last week

 
I am your Father.                   (Isaiah 64:8) 
You are the clay, I am the Potter.   
You are the work of My hand.  
 

2) He intentionally shaped who each of us are, 
and where we each of us are, to fulfill His 
Kingdom purposes by our investments:       
              (Psalm 96:3) 
Declare My glory among the nations, 
    My marvelous deeds among all peoples! 

 
3) Our part in in His grand purposes has called 
people to move from I to WE, to release 
powerful spiritual gifts in all believers, and to 
transform leadership models from great 
individual leaders to multiplying body life 
teams.  Now we are to take key parts of this 
cluster of principles into the next generation: 

 
A new wine is formed in the cluster… 
    Do not destroy it,  
    for a blessing is in it.    Isaiah 65:8a 

4) We have experienced a new level of warfare in 
carrying His message as we fulfilled our calling 
these past three years.  You have prayed us 
through some hard seasons, and we thank you! 
Yet, in dealing with principalities and powers 
(Ephesians 6:10-18), taking so many forms both 
abroad and in our very own home, He has 
dynamically revealed His faithfulness and power in 
these things meant to tear down and destroy!  His 
seasoning has prepared us for the new life ahead.   
 
The painful past? 

 
 …the former troubles are forgotten, 

because they are hidden from My eyes.        
              Isaiah 65:16b  

 
See, I am doing a new thing. Now it springs up!     
    Do you not perceive it?  
 I am making a way in the desert,  
    streams in the wasteland.                          

           Isaiah 43:1

From Julie…(receiving first-ever Grip Birkman necklace from GB’s Susan Gay in October) 
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77 years ago today my father along with two of his 

Whittier College buddies signed up to serve as our country 
declared war against Imperial Japan. He served 3+ years 
in the United States Navy as an officer aboard the USS 

Phillip and the USS Ford. Just as these three men plus 
thousands of others stepped up to serve, so hundreds of 
you stepped up to fight for Paul and me as I battled 

ovarian cancer.  On November 27th after ten months of 
chemotherapy and ten months of immunotherapy I was 

officially declared cancer free. Below are excerpts from 
cards received during this journey.  To God be the glory! 
 

Praise the Lord for ease in breathing.  Some might consider breathing overrated but those of  
us who’ve struggled don’t. (I was home on oxygen for one month.)  Life-long friend in Tennessee               

 

Wow and ouch!  You have been through so much. We pray fervently for you & Paul.  We have cried for you & 
continue to do so.  Know that you are loved and prayed for.  Colleague and wife from Russia CoMission days 

 
Grace and peace to you & Paul in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  We continue to lift your name 
to our Lord in prayer asking & believing in and for your total recovery.  Pastor from our Minot, ND church 

 
We hosted Paul when he came through our city Liuzhou (overseas).  It has been an honor to support your 
ministry, and to intercede for you during your neuro illness.  Be assured that I will bathe you in prayer & we 

who are fighting this in the heavenlies ask God to reveal His glory and greatness. Friends in Asia 
 
We’ve been following your journey though Paul’s e newsletters and are keeping you in prayer along with so 

many others in the body of Christ.  And how can we not acknowlege His faithfulness and healing work in you?     

                                   Members of HCPC, our home church 

 
You are such a warrior and I am blessed to know you.  We continue to pray for your complete healing and for 
the ministry.                                                                             Ministry leader & husband from our home church 

 
I’m with you today as you undergo chemo #7.  Trusting Jesus.  Another cancer survivor 

You are in our prayers and Gods hope you recover.            Young girl in a supporting church 

 
So, happy flower day card!  I hope that you are enjoying the crisp fall air.  Vlad and Mina are lounging in the 

sunshine.  Mina has towels she lays on and Vlad is curled up in a box.  Another cat lover 

 
It’s hard not to bust out bawling rereading just some of these cards. Thank you, thank you, thank you!  As Paul 

and I move forward we are spending two weeks in Virginia later this month.  Among various planned meetings, 
we will be spending time with a couple who work with fledgling Chinese churches.  Might our Lord be calling us 
to serve alongisde these peers, relocating to Manassas, VA?  This city is located an hour’s drive from Stephen, 

Leslie, Ava & Connor who live in Alexandria.  Please pray for us as we seek His will for our next chapter.  
(Note: no quick move planned, just being attentive to the Lord about where to live in our new season.) 

                                                                                         

John Blake’s words from the October Grip-Birkman Celebration (that’s John on video!) 
We had a unique opportunity as a Grip-Birkman 
(GB) community in October.  At our annual 
Celebration where Coaches and Trainers from 
around the world gather, we were able to honor Paul 
and Julie for their foundational contribution to the 
Grip-Birkman and the GB community.  After a nice 
dinner together, the individuals one-by-one simply 
began to thank God for Paul and Julie.  It was a 
group filled with some who had known Paul and Julie 
for 20+ years, some for as little as a few days, but all 
were touched through their interactions.   

 

 



  
It was an evening of personal sharing about so much more than a God-inspired, world class assessment; instead it 
was how Paul and Julie had personally contributed to so many of our lives along the way, giving hope, sharing 
wisdom and hospitality, and being Jesus’ light to us over so many years.  Tears were shared, and the group was 
often at a loss to articulate the depth of connection and love they felt from Paul and Julie. 
  
For me personally, I stumbled through my tears to say thank you to a couple who has been a beautiful blend of 
parents, mentors, brother/sister, coaches, ministry partners, and counselors.  They are always along the way, 
pursuing, and they are, more than anything else, consistent models of Jesus to me and my family.     
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