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Teach	Us	Lord,	as	we	Watch,	Wait,	and	Listen	
Defining	Step	1–and	meeting	Julie’s	warfare	battle	(below):	
	
Commit	your	way	to	the	Lord;	trust	in	Him	and	He	will	act.	
Be	still	before	the	Lord,	and	wait	patiently	for	Him.	
I	am	the	One	who	establishes	your	steps	
	 when	you	delight	in	My	ways.	
Wait	for	me;	I	will	answer.					 	 Psalm	37:5,	7	
	
You	did	not	choose	me,	but	I	chose	you	and	appointed	you	
so	that	you	might	go	and	bear	fruit—fruit	that	will	last....	
	 	 	 	 	 John	15:16	

	
Step	1	of	our	“Abraham	&	Sarah”	Calling	  
 
 My Lord, I have no idea where I am going; I do not 
 see the road ahead of me, nor do I know myself. 
     Thomas Merton 
 
Coming out of our time in east Asia in August, a clearing 
has begun to open into the first stage of God’s call for us in 
this new season.  We have made references to our 
Abraham and Sarah call experience in Seoul, Korea in July 
of 2015.  Yet, as we have waited, we had not understood 
what the Father was talking about...until now. 
 
As always, He leads us through relationship – the lifeblood of his economy.  I (Paul) had the joy of leading 
several workshops for team, regional, and international leaders (some pictured above, identities protected) 
on Stewarding Cross-cultural Teams. This a major issue brewing in world evangelization as we begin to  
reach more unreached people groups, and those new believers want to help reach their very own people.  

The relationships fostered through these dynamic two-
day events – and new content revealed as we 
brainstormed together – was obviously God-ordained. 
 
A second major piece of this organic puzzle was the 
privilege Julie and I had of introducing the Marriage & 
Ministry seminar content we had co-led in Spain 
back in December of 2015 with fellow CRM’ers Amy & 
Alex Galloway.  Here we did two workshops for about 
60 couples.  The Spirit moved in ways that we did not 
anticipate as Julie and I modeled a simple set of 
questions, shared our own vulnerable answers, and 
then encouraged the couples to do likewise. 
 

Out of these two interactive events, Step 1 of our Abraham and Sarah call has become clear.  God is 
calling Julie and I to spend several months in east Asia in 2017.  Working closely with several partners 
who have become trusted friends, we hammered out a general plan in September and have begun 
preparations.   We will continue the work in both areas mentioned above.  To be continued.... 
 
Pray actively with us as we continue to seek clarity on Step 2 of the New Wineskins calling. 
 
From my journal in late August, deeply moving words from Abundant Life:  Just	as	I	called	Abraham	and	
Sarah	to	step	out	in	obedience,	leaving	all	that	was	familiar	and	comfortable	to	go	to	a	place	I	had	not	yet	shown	
them,	so	I	am	calling	you	to	radical	trust...give	up	control,	predictability,	ease,	comfort,	familiarity....autonomy. 
	
Step	2:	Julie’s	Health	Battle	–	warfare	arises	immediately	out	of	Step	#1 
 
The very week we were defining the terms of next year’s work in east Asia, Julie had a strong reaction to 
another new medication which created significant med-induced anxiety and fear.  This came out of the 
blue in early October, and has thrown us for a tremendous loop. Please pray that Jesus will bring 
healing and full release of the medications side effects soon, and that Julie’s thoughts and 
emotions will again balance back to normalcy.  It is impossible to describe the dynamic spiritual 
warfare implications all around this battle for Julie especially. Please trust me when I say that the Father is 
calling us to trust Him at a deeper level of Abraham and Sarah faith then anything in Step #1.  It is a direct 
attack on Julie’s involvement in Step #1’s Marriage and Ministry Seminar leadership.  We are hopeful of 
her being able to normalize again within the next several weeks – pray with us please! 
 
Because of this, Julie and I did NOT make our planned trip to be with Stephen, Les, & Ava Grace Oct 5-
14.  It was hard to give up this trip for both of us, but it was a blessing in disguise for serving Julie without 
work responsibilities.  One other surprise gift of great joy:  Stephen and Leslie's love for us and how they 
showed that - especially in the first week of Julie’s battle - has been overwhelming.  How loved we are, and 
how safe we feel in this decision because of their very special care. 

 

 



 
Most difficult?  It's hard for Julie not to blame herself for this dynamic, med-induced battle, and therein is 
where the evil one has aimed his attack:  strong self-condemnation and giving up on plans. The warfare in 
all of this is real, but we will to trust God's allowing of such as He continues to conform us to the image of 
Christ through all He allows.  1 Peter 5:6-11 remains central to our daily lives, as well as Ephesians  

6:10-18, both passages daily repeated since the much more extended, long-
term battle of four-plus years ago.  Pray these passages with us, please, even 
as you apply them personally. 
 
Please also pray for her staying close to the essential mantra that 30 year 
friend and psychologist Dr. Marty Goehring (pictured at an August lunch with 
Paul) gave her:  1) it's ALL biological; 2) it will pass; 3) give yourself 
grace.  Pray also that her own choice of actions to fight the negative “fiery 
darts” and racing thoughts and feelings - 1) deep breathing & 2) Scripture 
repetition 3) one step at a time.  A special thanks also to Julie’s cadre of care-
giving close friends:  Sheryl Anello, Julie Fulcher, Laura Jenkins, Lori Robb, 
and Glenda Demmie.  How they are helping Julie (and me) cope! 

 
Pray also for the couple we will be training to take over the 
Marriage & Ministry Seminar work, Jim and Kim Day, as they 
have experienced a profound spiritual attack on their marriage in 
the same time frame since committing to this process. 
 
One other couple became a precious Godsend this very 
weekend just past:  Canadians Greg and Linda Langman 
(pictured with Julie on Sandia Crest).  Greg is a newer, close-in 
partner similar to John Blake’s long-time role alongside us, and 
he and Linda came to Albuquerque just to spend time with us.  
Yes, it remains all about the relationships as we continue to equp 
and release so many others in the larger body of Christ. 
 
But Greg and Linda’s presence with Julie in crisis was an absolute God-send.  Linda, in our first time 
together, came alongside and loved Julie as if she had known her for years.  Greg came alongside me in 
doing coaching training for three Christian leaders who are engineers at Bohannan Huston (where 
Leadership Initiative-USA partner Brian Burnett is President), And together, the four of us “played” when 
Julie and I could not muster up the capacity to do that by ourselves.  How great is our God, to do such an 
amazingly simple thing: bring friends to play when our daily life is faltering and our hearts are struggling. 
 
News from YWAM Uganda and South Sudanese YWAM’ers escaping 

 
We continue to track the civil war raging in South Sudan, and particularly with our friends from the three 
YWAM Base personnel Sam Abuku and I trained earlier this year (Julie and I pictured with the teams in 
February).   Here is part of a recent email received from Bosco Tuli, co-Base Leader and long-time friend: 
 

The team arrived 
here (mid October) 
very traumatized 
and since then we 
have been crying 
together. The Arua 
staff have been so 
welcoming. The 
change and 
adjustment is quite 
big but they have 
shown maturity and 
love on their part. 
The children are also 
excited since now 
there are many 
others to play with. 
With Vikki (Arua 
base co-leader) here 
we have started 
making plans to help 
the team here to 
receive some trauma 
counseling. The loss 
         

is continuing to   grow and is becoming more and more apparent in the base relationships. 
 
Back in Yei the killings have intensified and the base has been targeted especially for theft of the things left 
behind. So far the common people and others alike have helped themselves on the Solar panels, the sheets 
that were bought for the new office black and DTS house, pigs, and others. The last remaining three men 
have just arrived today ie Augustine Lokuta and Santos. (all men that we know personally...an incredible 
praise that these three escaped with their lives!!) 
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