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	 																	 	 	 					Draw	us	closer	to	Yourself,	Jesus.		We	hear	
Your	words	to	us	(hear	Him	speaking	to	you?):	
	
Abide	in	My	Presence,	live	in	My	love	and	the	Father’s	love	
for	you;	celebrate	the	fullness	of	My	joy	in	you.	(John	15)	
	
Release	all	of	your	cares	to	Me	–	list	every	one	of	them.		
Take	My	yoke	of	gentleness	and	humility	upon	you,	for	
My	yoke	is	easy,	my	burden	light.		(Matthew	11:28-30)	
	
Listen	to	me,	your	shepherd,	for	My	sheep	know	and	
listen	to	my	voice.		(John	10)	
	
Watch	for	Me,	wait	for	Me,	Listen	to	Me.			

	
	 						Welcome	Ava	Grace	Ford	
	
Born to Stephen and Leslie in the early evening of 
April 14th.  Her stats were 8 pounds, 21 inches in 
length.  This Monday's check up showed Ava 
weighing in at 11 pounds 5 ounces.  Thanks be to 
God that Mama Leslie and baby Ava are fine while 
Daddy Stephen is still grinning from ear to ear. 
 
We are SO excited for them as well as delighted to 
begin this chapter of grandparenting, welcoming 
the next generation of our family by God's 
grace.  Paul and I will be in Alexandria, Virginia 
over Memorial Day weekend for Ava's baptism. 
	
Some	Brief	Updates,	for	praise	and	ongoing	awareness	for	prayer:	

• Through	executive	coaching	with	businessman	KT	in	Albuquerque,	K	made	a	decision	to	receive	
Christ	during	our	last	appointment	in	April	.		Hallelujah!		Pray	for	K	as	he	grows	in	his	
relationship	with	Christ	day	to	day,	and	as	this	new	life	affects	his	wife,	family,	and	friendships.	

• Mid-March	through	April	had	no	overseas	and	limited	U.S.	travel,	a	much	needed	respite	from	
the	road	has	given	the	opportunity	to	catch	up	on	administration	and	email,	plus	continued	
coaching	of	Emerging	Equippers	and	other	ministry	partners	by	phone,	SKYPE,	or	in	person.		

• In	the	past	48	hours,	SKYPE	coaching	calls	walking	through	the	Body	Life	Discipleship	and	
Leadership	modules	with	Emerging	Equippers	in	Ukraine/eastern	Europe,	South	Carolina,	
Canada,	Minnesota,	and	China	continue	to	give	this	learner	new	insight	and	application!	

• With	publishing	partners	Dave	Wetzler/ChurchSmart	and	Aaron	Uran/Next	Steps	Resources,	
Grip	Birkman	Resource	Team	leader	John	Blake	and	I	met	with	Birkman	International	
leadership	in	Houston	May	3-4.			We	rejoice	to	tell	you	that	our	Grip	Birkman	“special	
relationship”	will	continue	for	years	to	come!		We	will	continue	to	train	leadership	from	Christian	
organizations	worldwide	to	steward	and	multiply	the	body	of	Christ	utilizing	this	unique	tool.			

	
 

 



Equipping and Releasing the Next Generation – Uganda feedback (Feb) 
 
For our financial supporters, from Bosco Tuli,  
Convener of Leadership Circle, YWAM Arua (right of Paul in photo):  
Christian greetings to you from Youth With A Mission Base, Arua, Uganda.  We rejoice greatly that you 
have come alongside Paul and Julie to help them come and be a blessing to our Base. This time was so 
special because the people he and Julie ministered to were largely drawn from the frontier region of South 
Sudan and Congo. Paul has been used of God in many ways in my life, in fact my being in YWAM today 
and being a convener of our YWAM Base Leadership Circle is a testimony of that. Briefly, I was ready to 
leave YWAM and get back to my career in 2009 when the Lord used his ministry to call me back to  

commitment. This training has been very useful to 
understand how Kingdom community lives and grows in 
the respect and honor of each other. We have seen a lot 
of relational healing happen after they left for Ukraine. 
	
From Vikki Wright (left of Paul in photo), also 
on the Leadership Circle for YWAM Arua: 
Greetings from (still) hot and dry Arua! I just wanted 
to let you know that what you and Julie started last 
week is still continuing, and God is moving in amazing 
ways. On Saturday, when you put us in our teams to 
reflect on who we have, we started a process of getting 
into pairs and saying, "I need you," to each other,  

specifically identifying what we need in that person and how important they are to our lives. Where there 
were areas of conflict or misunderstanding that need to be cleared up, we encouraged people to deal with 
it there and then.  That first session we went for 3 hours telling each other "I need you," We continued on 
Wednesday after extended worship and did "I need you" for another 4 hours. We still weren't finished! So 
we continued Thursday for 6 more hours! It's been amazing to see the peace and freedom that this 
process is bringing to our team.  
 
Tears, laughter, healing...God is doing great things among us!!! We haven't even begun to evaluate our 
ministries or plan for next year, but what we've done has been so foundational that in some ways it doesn't 
matter what ministries we plan because they will all stand on a stronger foundation of love and unity than 
ever before. It's quite simply amazing. It's a new day in YWAM Arua! 
 
Equipping and Releasing the Next Generation – Ukraine feedback (March) 
From Randy Marshall, Encouragers Team Leader. We have followed that your time here in some of our 
groups with discussions about how we can further release people to use their gifts in ministry. It was exciting 
to hear Olesia, a young believer saved at camp last summer, share how God had given her courage to share 
about Him with her atheist sister. And she felt His power and joy welling up in her as she shared, helping 
her to experience in practice the supernatural power of God at work in her. Thanks for your prayers for us 
as we seek to help people discover how God has designed them to partner with Him in His work. 
  
Another helpful aspect of your visit was Paul’s challenge to look for 
more ways to step aside so that our developing Ukrainian leaders 
(called Encouragers) will have more opportunities to use their 
gifts. That challenge has helped us begin seriously considering ways 
we can turn over more leadership. It’s a scary thought at times—
not unlike a parent wondering if their child is ready to step out into 
the world. But God is giving us wisdom and courage as we seek to 
take more steps in this direction. Pray that our Encouragers 
would gain a greater vision and desire to take more shared 
leadership responsibility.  Some have begun to step up...             
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